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Acts of Parliament may be ſafely, if 
decently, made, though they ſhould 


: prove thoſe Acts to be of dangerous tendency in 
point of commerce, policy, and the true and real 


intereſt of the whole empire; It may, and if it can, 


it ought to be ſhewn, that ſuch Acts are grievous 
to the ſubject, burdenſomeito trade, ruinous to the 


nation, and tending, on the whole, to injure the 
revenue of the crown. And ſurely if ſuch mighty 
inconveniences, evils and miſchiefs can he pointed 
out, my decency and perſpicuity, there Will be 

2 A 2 the 


E humbly conceive, that objections to 


1 


the higheſt reaſon not. only to N for, but mw y 


do expect redreſs, 


Whenever we mention the rights of the ſobjects 
in America, and the intereſt we have in the Briti/þ 


jects, we cannot be juſtly ſuſpected of the moſt diſ- 
tant thoughts of an independance on Great Britain. 
Some, we know, have imagined this of the colo- 
niſts; and others, perhaps may have as induſtriouſiy 
propagated it to raiſe againſt them groundleſs and 
unreaſonable jealouſies. But it is ſo far from the 


it if offered them; and would deem it the greateſt 
misfortune to be obliged to accept it. This is moſt 


4 _ certainly true of the people of this province. They 


are far from being inſenſible of their happineſs in 
being connected with the Mother-country, and of 
the mutual benefit derived from it to both countries. 


rights of our happy conſtitution, there will be no 
real ground of envy or diſcontent in the one, nor 
of jealouſy and miſtruſt in the other. 


queſtioned but the King had a power to make, 


that if the adventurers Would at their own coft and 


charge, and al the baxard of their lives, and every 
thing dear to them, purchaſe a new world, ſubdue a 


3 and Fbereby entarge the mak s  dominions, 


they 


j 


conſtitution in common with all other Britiſh ſub- 


truth, that we apprehend the colonies would refuſe 


And while both have the free enjoyment of the 


The original contract between the King and the 
firſt Planters there, was a royal promiſe in behalf | 
of the nation, and which, till lately, it was never 


— 
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they and their poſteriiy ſhou d enjoy ſuch rights and 


privileges, as in their reſpeftive charters are ex- 


preſſed ; which are in rr, all the rights, liberties 


* and privileges of bis Majeſty natural. born ſubjefs 


within the realm. 


The law and reaſon tech that the King 

4 can do no wrong; and that neither the King 
nor Parliament are inclined but to juſtice, equity 
and truth. But the law does not preſume, that the 


King may not be deceived, nor that his Parliament 


may not be miſinformed. If therefore any thing 


is wrong, it muſt be imputed to thoſe cauſes. How 


far ſuch cauſes have taken place, and operated 
againſt the colonies ; is humbly ſubmitted to the 
_ reviſion and reconſideration of the impartial pub- 


lic. g 


By eee e cha Colbnifts a are adjudged 
to be natural-born ſubjects; ſo they are declared 


to be by Royal Charters, and they ate ſo by the 
ſpirit of the Law of Nature and of Nations. And 


even Foreigners, reſiding a certain time in the co- 


lonies, are by Act of Parliament intitled to all the 
rights and privileges of natural born ſubjects. It 
is remarkable too that the Act of the 13th of Geo. 


II. ch. 7. preſuppoſes that the Coloniſts are natural- 


8 
' I. 


born ſubjects, and intitled to all the privileges of 


ſuch, as appears by ba which we ſhall 


here recite, 
« Whereas the increaſe of people, is a means 


on « of advancing the wealth and ſtrength of any 


a 3 nation 
+ | 
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at home, 2 is an eſtabliſhed fa chat all 


. 


eie nation or country, and whereas many for eigners 


. and ſtrangers, from the lenity of our Govern- 
ment and purity of our Religion, the benefit of 
our Laws, the advantage of our Trade, and the 


« Security of our property, might be induced to 


* come and ſettle in ſome of his Majeſty's colonies 
in America, if they were made partakers of the 


« advantages and privileges which natural born 
yi ſubjects of this reakm do enjoy, Sc.“ In the 
review of the ſaid Act it is declared, chat all per- 


* ſons born out of legiance of his Majeſty, who 


have inhabited and reſided for the ſpace of ſeven 
« years in any of his Majeſty's Colonies in America 


% Sc. ſhall be deemed, adjudged, and taken to be 
„ his Majeſty's natural-born ſubjects of this king- 
dom, to all intents, conſtructions and purpoſes, as 
« if they and every of them had been born within | 
this kingdom.” Which plainly ſhews it to be 


the ſenſe of the nation that the Colonies are intitled 


do, and did actually 61505 the privileges of natural⸗-⸗ 
But if it be admitted, as clearly eonſiſtent with 


tbe conſtitution of the Parliament of Great Britain, 
5 tax the property of the Colonies; we preſume 
it can be made to appear to be utterly inconſiſtent 
with the rules of equity that it Thould, at leaſt at 
preſent, be put in Execution. | 
His Majeſty's ſubjects in the Css contri- 4 
bute their full ſhare to the charges of Government 


4 


£4541 


tures upon a 8 are paid by the conſumer. 
The price of Britiſß manufactures is greatly en- 


i hanced by the duties of cuſtom and exciſe laid in 


Great Britain. Sir Martruzw Dzc&88R, A cele- . 
brated writer upon Trade, computed that their 
artificial value, ariſing from theſe duties, is nt 


wy than 30 pet cent. The Colonies therefore, 


n proportion to theit conſumption, of Britiſh 
manufactures, pay the high duties with which 


they are charged, and conſequent] y-are taxed their 
full proportion towards the ſupport of Government . 


at home. 

It muſt be alſo Sanfte that by Ads of Pat: 
hament | the colonies are prohibited from importing 
commodities of the growth or manufacture of Eu- 
rope, except from Great Britain, ſaving a fe ar- 
ticles. This gives the advantage to Great Britain 
of raiſing the price of het commadities, and is 
equal to a Tax. It ĩs too obvious to be doubted; 


that by the extraordinary demands from the colo- 


nies of the manufactures of Great Eritain, occa-· 


Foned by this policy, ſhe reaps. an adyantage of 
at leaft 20 per cent. in the price of them, beyond 


what 'the Colonies might purchaſe them for at 
foreign markets. The laſs therefore of the Colo- 


' ies, is equal to the gain wade in Britgin ; this in 
| teality i is a Tax on the Colonies, though not a di- 
telt one. And admitting they take annually from 


Great Britain mne to the value of two 
WER | millions | 
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2 (as is generally ſuppoſed) they then pay an 
annual Tax of £400,000, beſide the Taxes that 
are directly paid on thoſe manufactures in England. 
The ſame reaſoning will hold good with reſpect 
to the many enumerated articles of their produce, 
while the Colonies are reſtrained by A& of Parlia- 


ment from ſending to any foreign port; by this 
reſtraint the market is glutted, and conſequently 


the produce fold the cheaper : which is an advan- 
tage to Great Britain, and an 2 55 loſs = or Tax 
upon the Colonies. 


Is it reaſonable then that the Colonies. would be 


taxed again upon the ſame Britifh commodities 
imported into America ? eſpecially when it is con- 
ſidered, that the moſt of them ſettled a wilderneſs, 
and, till very lately, defended their ſettlements 
"ithout a farthing expence to the nation, They 
have borne too their full proportion of charges in 
ſecuring and maintaining his Majeſty's rights in 
America, in every war, from their firſt ſettlement, 

without any retribution. For the grants of Par- 


liament, were compenſations for an overplus of 


expence on their part. Moreover, many of the 
Colonies, ' and this province in particular, have 


always maintained their own frontiers at their own 


expence, and have alſo frequently defended his 


Majeſty's garriſon at Anapolis, when it uſt other- 

wife unavoidably have been loſt, ' * 

The nation in the aps War acquired lands equal 
„ . in 
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in value to all the expence ſhe has been at in Ans 


rica, from its firſt ſettlement; while the Trade f 
the colonies has been only ſecured and reſtricted. * 
Their trade has not been enlarged, though new |. oY 


- avenues of beneficial commerce have been opened Wi 


to the Mother-country. The Colonies ftaped.no 
ſhare in the lands which they helped to conquer; * 
while - millions of acres have been granted, and” 
ſill are granting to people, who in all probability 
will never ſee, if they ſhould even ſettle them.” 
II. The appropriations of the monies to ariſe from * 


* 


thoſe duties is an objection of great weight. It is, 9 1 4 


in the firſt place, to be. applied to the neceſſary _ 
charges of the adminiſtration of Juſtice, and the 
= ſupport of civil Government in ſuch Colonies, when 


it ſhall be judged neceſſary. This houſe. appre- - - 
hends, it would be grievous, and of dangerous 
tendency, if the crown ſhould not only appoint 
| Governors over the ſeveral Colonies, as is now the 
caſe, but allow them ſuch ſtipends as it ſhould 
Judge proper, at the edpence of the people, and 
without their conſent. Such a power, under a 
corrupt adminiſtration, it i is to be feared, would 
introduce an abſolute Government into America. 
At leaſt it would leave the. people in a ſtate of ut- 
ter uncertainty of their ſecurity; wich | is far from ; 
being a ſtate of civil liberty. | : 

The Judges in the ſeveral Colonies, are not 
. to hold during 20: d bebavicur. If. 

then 
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"PER then they: are to hare dle independant of the 


;* Proper: how eaſy will it be for a corrupt Govet- 
nor, to form a ſet of Judges to his mind, ſo as to 


ee a bench of juſtice of its gloty, and the 


people of their ſecurity ? If the Judges of Zng- 
land have independant livings, i it muſt be remem- 


bered the tenure of their commiſſion is during their 
4 good behaviour ; which is a ſateguard to the people. 
_ Beſide, they are near the Throne, the fountain of 


Right and Juſtice. Whereas American Judges, 


as well as Governors, are at a diſtance from it. 
_ *""*® _ Moreover it is worth particular notice, that in 


all diſputes between Power and Liberty in America, 
there is danger that the greateſt credit will always 


be given at home to the officers of the Crown, 
Who are the men in power. This we have ſome» - 
times found by experience, and it is much to be 
feared, that the nation will fall into ſome danger- 
ous miſtake, if ſhe has not done fo already, by 
too great attention to the repreſentation of parti- 


cular perſons, and a diſregard of others. 
III. But the reſidue of theſe monies are to be 
applied by Parliament, from time to time, for de- 


fending, protecting and ſecuring the Colonies.” 


If the government at home is apprehenſive that 
the Colonies will be negligent in defending them- 
ſelves, and ſecuring his Majeſty's territories in 


America, it muſt have heen egregiouſly miſinform- 
ed. We need look back no farther than the laft 


War for evidence of a contrary diſpoſition in them. 
"vr 9 hey 
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They always diſcovered the moſt chearful com- 
pliance with his Majeſty's requiſitions. both of 


Men. and Money, for this purpoſe. They were 


then treated as free Britiſb ſubjects, and never 


failed to grant aid to his Majeſty of their own free 4 "0 
accord, to the utmoſt extent of their abilities, and 


even beyond! it; of which the Parliament was then 


to year, by way of compenſation for extra ſervice. 


It is not at all to be doubted, if they are ſtill conſi- 


dered as upon the footing of ſubjects, they will 


always diſcover the ſame diſpoſition to exert den- * 
ſelves for his Majeſty's ſervice, and their own” 
defence; which renders a ſtanding Army in the 


Colonies a. needleſs expence. 
Or if it be admitted, chat there may be Reg 


neceſſity for them in the conquered , province of 
Canada, where the exerciſe of theRomiſh religion, 
ſo deſtructive to civil ſociety, is allowed; ſurely 
there can be no need of them, in the heart of the 


old ſettled Colonies of Engliſh Proteſtants, and 


even in cities where there is no danger of a foreign 
enemy, and where the inhabitants are as ſtrongly. 
attached to his Majeſty's perſon, family, and 80= 
vernment, as in Great Britain itſelf. 

There is an Engliſb affection in the Colonies to- 
wards the Mother- country, which will for ever keep 
them connected with her, to every valuable pur- 


poſe: Unleſs it ſhall be eraſed by repeated unkind 
"_ 
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\ uſage on her part. As Engliſhmen, as well 44 
Britiſh ſubjects, they have an averſion to an unne- 
ceſſary ſtanding army, which they look upon as 
dangerous to their civil liberty. And conſidering 
the examples of ancient times, it ſeems a little 


ſurprizing, that a Mother-State ſhould truſt large 
bodies of mercenary troops in her Colonies, at ſo 
great a diſtance from her; which in proceſs of time, 


when the ſpirit of the people ſhall be depreſſed by 
the military Power, may tempt another Ceſar to 


ariſe, and enable him to uſurp the authority of his 


Maſter. $5" 
IV. The A& enabling his Majeſty to appoint 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms to reſide in America, 


has alſo been read in this Houſe; it declares aii © 


intent to facilitate the Trade of America ; of which 
we cannot have any great hopes from the tenor 
of the Commiſſion. 


In general, innovations are dangerous, The 


unneceſſary increaſe of Crown-Officers is certainly 


ſo. Theſe Gentlemen are authoriſed to commiſ- 


ſion as many as they ſhall think proper, without 
limitation. This will probably be attended with un- 
deſirable effects. A hoſt of Penſioners, by the arts 
they may uſe, may in time become as dangerous 


to the liberties of the people, as an army of Sol- 


diers, for there is a way of ſubduing a people by 


Art, as well as by Arms. We are happy and ſafe 


under his preſent Majeſty' s mild and righteous 


adminiſtration. | 


1 


1 


* 


| An ene. Dim à time ay come; wud the 
united body of Penſioners and Soldiers may ruin 


the Liberties of America. The Trade of the Colo- 
nies, we humbly apprehend, might be as eaſily 


carried on, and the acts of trade as eaſily executed, 
without this Commiſſion, And if ſo, it muſt be 
a very needleſs expence, at a time when the Na- 
tion and her Colonies are groaning under debts 
contracted in the late War. And how far diſtant 


another may be, Gop only knows. +» 

V. The preſent regulations and provitdings; 
with reſpe& to the Colonies, we apprehend to be 
equally oppoſite to every principleof ſound policy, 


A ſtanding Army in the time of profound peace, 


js naturally productive of uneaſineſs and diſcontent 


among the people; and yet the Colonies, by the 


Mutiny-A&, are ordered and directed to provide 
for the Troops certain enumerated articles; and 


the pains and penalties in caſe of non- compliance, 


are evident in the precedent of New York. It alſo 


appears, that the Revenue · Officers are multiplyi 


in the Colonies, with vaſt power: The bgard of 
Commilſioners, lately appointed to refide here, 
having ample diſcretionary. power given them to 


make what appointments they pleaſe, and to pay 
the appointees what ſums they pleaſe. 


If the ſupreme executive cannot exiſt long in 
in Britain, without the ſypport of the ſupreme 


legiſlative z it ſhould ſtem reaſonable that in order 
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992 l ſupport the ſariie ſupreme executive at the dif 
'"* - tance of a thouſalſd tranſmarine leagues from the 


nions a free legiſlative, within their charter-limi- 
tations, as well as entirely free repreſentative of 
the ſupreme executive of his Majeſty, in the per- 
ſons of Governors, Judges, Juſtices, and other 
+ ® executive Officers. Without this proviſion very 


"= Atrange effects are to be apprehended, | "Me 
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Metropolis, there ſnould be in ſo remote domi- 


. A8 no man, nor i boy of 1 men, is Sar 
perfect wiſdom ; it cannot be deemed an 
ee of the wildot! of Parliament, to 
point out the evils that may be experienced from 
any law it has made, preſuming always, that as 


ſuch a conſequence was totally abhorrent from the 


intention of thoſe who enacted it, ſo it muſt be the 


| Rrongeſt motive for its repeal. We are fully juſ⸗ 


tified in this, by knowing that Parliament has fre- 
quently repealed its own Acts, from ſuch a ſenſe 
of their itnperfections; in which it certainly mani · 


feſted irs wiſdom as much as its juſtice. For next 
to avoiding error, it is the greateſt proof of wiſdom 


to retract from it when unavoidably incurred. 
No ſtronger proof can be produced of the im- 
Propriety of any Law, than the univerſal diſcon- 
tent which its operation excites among thoſe whom 
it affects. Neither can there exiſt a more perſua- 


. five reaſon in policy or in Jultice * its being re- 


pealed. 
Let us apply this reaſoning to the lat Laws © con: 
1 America. 
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Our . forefathers drew 2a 8 between the 


ſupreme legiſlative power of the Mother-Country 


and the conſtitutional rights of her Colonies, as 


free- born Engliſo Subjects. That line, though it 
trenched upon the full. liberties of a free people, 


did not ſap the fundamental principles of Britiſh © 


Liberty. It limited and reſtrained the commerce 


of the 3 to the emolument of the Mother- 


But the internal regulation of the ſtate, 


— h that great and all-fecuring privilege 5 


gf diſpoſing. of their property, acquired within 
thoſe commercial limitations, by their own con- 
ſent only, was left untouched. Happy within 
this line, the Colonies grew ſtrong, and flowiſhed 


> in; themſelves, becoming at the ſame time the ; 


ſources of opulence ; and ſtrength to Britain. They 


vere truly arrows in the quiverof the Mother-Coun; 


try, with which ſhe. might meet her enemy in the 


gate without fear. Loyalty to the Crown of Great | 


Britain,and the moſt cordial affection to the people, 
flowed. from America to this country for near two 


centuries, in one golden and uninterrupted ſtream, 


Hiſtory does not contain a ſingle i inſtance of gene- 


* 74 


ral diſaffection or diſloyalty in the Colonies, from 
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their firſt ſertlement to the Srl of the late 
War. 

Such was the ſtate of America : * hall” we 
88 to ſee what is the ſtate of that people? 


In the. year 1764, the Parliament of Eiland 
8 * its determination | to paſs that line, 


and 


* 


* 1 


* 1 


violent cauſes produce ſuch violent effects as have 
* | N bn drawn 4 


15 Ws. 


ad grant to his Majeſty a revenue out of the beg. 
perty of his American Subjects. This declaratiol 
was immediately drawn into execution by certain 


duties laid for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue. 


And fince that time, hardly a year has paſſed with- 
out ſome Law or Regulation for the Cy 
on that declaration. _ © 


This is the fact; But what has been the con 


ſequence of this meaſure? From one end of the 


Continent to the other univerſal diſcontent. Their 
diſcontent vented itſelf at firſt in the moſt pathetic 
complaints; and from complaints they proceeded 
to the moſt alarming actions. Till at length, one 


dggravating meaſure ſucceeding another, they 
are brought at this time to a ſtate that threatens 


the” fundamental principles of commereial con- 


nection between us; and the total loſs of "IM 


hene detived from it. | 
Such being the conſequences of the whole GE 
| term of Americas Laws and Regulations fince the 


1 have mentioned, will any honeſt man 


 fay it is not bad? will any wiſe man ſay it is not 
to be retraBed ? Can it be a ſmall i injury that has 


inflamed” and irritated, almoſt to an appeal to 
Heaven, a whole people, hitherts' untainted with' 


8 diſloyalty, untroubled with commotions, and 
unalterable in their affection for their fellow-ſub- _ 


jets of this country? Could any but the moſt 


1 
«+ S ” 5 


5 


. " — 4 F 
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PEP from the throne here the charge of wins 
little lefs than rebellion, and threaten the total 
deſtruction of our American commerce ? Surely, 
it were as wiſe to ſuppoſe, that the gentleſt breath 
of wind would work the ealm ſurface of the ocean 
into raging. billows; as that the rooted loyalty 
and attachment of America, can have been ſhaken 
thus, but by ee real in e and 
deeply felt. 

The danger then that e _ the 19 
univerſall y diſcontented and inflamed ſtate of Ame- 
rica, ariſing from theſe cauſes, is great; but hap- 
pily it may be avoided with eaſe. : Remove the 
cauſe, and the effects will ceaſe aboliſh the whole 
ſyſtem of American Laws and Regulations ſince 
1764, reſtore them to the ſtate in which the wil- 

dom of our forefathers placed them, and to the 
good policy of which two centuries have given 
their moſt ample approbation. This is the me- 
thod, and 1 will venture to ſay the only method, 
of re-eſtabliſhing the peace of America and the com- 
merce of Great Britain. The Americans are con- 
tent to be ſubordinate ; but they never will ſubmit 
to be enflaved. It is not a time for trying expe· 
dients, there is not a temper in America to be 
played with; there is no alternative, dreadful as iʒt 
may ſeem, but to exterminate her inhabitants or 
reſtore to them the violated rights of free - men. 
Let humanity, let juſtice, let wiſdom determine, 

_ meaſure ſhall be * | by . 

a 


5 29 a 
© Had there been indeed any necelfity for intovat- 


ing on the former Conſtitution of the Colonies, 


the innovation ſhould have been modelled by Wile 
dom and juſtice. 


For, as Mr Hume wiſely obſerves on 8 
in general, „to tamper in this affair, or to try 
60 projects merely upon the credit of ſuppoſed ar- 
10 gument and philoſophy, can never be the part 
« of a wile Magiſtrate, who will bear a reverence 
< to what carries the marks of age: And though 
« he may attempt ſome improvements for the 
% public good, yet will he adjuſt his i innovations, 
« as much as poſſible to the ancient fabric, and 
cc preſerve entire the chief pillars and tupports of 
the conſtitution,” 

What are the fruits of this American project, is 
ue too manifeſt. Alarm, diſcontent, reſolutions . 
ip vindication of their rights, aſſociations to re- 
| dreſs them by breaking off all commerce with the 
Mother-Country, and an evident determination to 


appeal to heaven rather than ſubmit to this riew-ex- 


erted authority. Are there any probable benefits 
| held out to us by the Advocates for this Syſtem, 


n to the riſk we run, the loſs we incur, and 
the miſeries we are to occaſion? Certainly there 


are not. They flatter our prejudices, raiſe our 
jealouſies, and excite our indignation; but neither 


theſe paſſions nor theſe Counſellors will ever teach 


us to remedy the evils, which they may 1 
; 2. 5 us 


1 


us to bring both pon America and upon 3 | 
8 ſelves, | 5 


II. In whatever light the people of America 
view the late ſyſtem of government deviſed for 

them, it appears full fraught with danger and 
_ oppreſſion. Their Governors and Judges being 


there during pleaſure, are totally dependent for 


their places on the crown, and might become the 
inſtruments of any arbitrary meaſures, were they 


not reſtrained by depending on the repreſentatives 


: of the people for their Salaries. It is one object 


of the Revenue to be raiſed upon America, without 
+ their conſent, to abſolve them from this popular 


dependence by annexing ſtipends to their offices, 


The crown would then be in the uncontrouled 


poſſeſſion both of the whole executive and judicial 


powers, and in effect of the legiſlative. For the 


a people being deprived eſſentially. of their ſhare j in 


the legiſlative, by being diveſted of the right of 
: giving their own money through their Repreſen- 
tatives, would be abſolutely at the mercy of the 


crown, without one controuling power. or con- 


ſtitutional ſecurity, If this be not alarming to 3 


people hitherto in poſſeſſion of this ſecurity, and 


_ - juſtly ſenſible of the benefits they derived from it; 

what can be ſo, or what farther deprivation of li- 
berty can they poſſibly ſuffer, who ſubmit to this? 
And can we with any ſenſe of juſtice cenſure them 


for ms againſt it; ; eſpecially if we find the 


very 


\ 


, 


\ 
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yery fame reaſons, as was; molt certainly the coſe, 


to have governed us in taking arms againſt the 


meditated tyranny of Charles che firſt? it was then 
that the people of this Country obtained. the ſeen- 


pity of haying the Judges appointed during good 


behaviour, which they would reſign with as much 


reluctance as the Americans do that which ſupplies 


8 its place, the right of voting their Salaries. 
It were much to be wiſhed, that the 410 : 
inftange of an American Governor, had not given 


too Juſt a foundation for the apprehenſion expreſſed 
jn. this Letter, that a dangerous credit might be 
given to the repreſentations of Crown - Officers in 
America, and the Nation here led ee 


miſtakes by their miſrepreſentations, . 


III. One would imagine that aries: fork 


| 2 reaſon for this unuſual method of raiſing money 
was done in. deriſion of even common ſenſe, and 
common juſtice. For could ever this reaſon de 
urged with leſs. propriety, than after a War in 
which the Colonies had granted ſupplies for theſe 


very purpoſes, with a readineſs and zeal which in- 
volved them in a great and moſt diſtreſſing debt; 


and had actually drawn from Parliament a grant 


of money as ſome compenſation of the exceſſive 
burdens they had ſuſtained. Was this a time at 
which they could bear to be inſulted with a ſuſpi- 


| gion. of not being willing to provide for their own a 
ſecurity, protection and defence z and upon that 


ſuſpicton 


2 


| ſuſpicion diveſted of ani ancient bon cue 


_ ? | 
From the commencement to * end of the late 
War, the aſſemblies of the Colonies contributed to 


its ſupport largely and chearfully, both in men and 


money. They ſhared in all its hardſhips, im all its 


expences: they expected that the Peace, which | 
crowned a glorious and ſucceſsful, though expen- 


five War, would leave them i in ſecurity. How 


great then was their ſurprize to find their liberties 


taken from them, under a prerence of providing 


for that very ſecurity, which they had flattered 


themſelves was eſtabliſhed by eight years prodigal 


effuſion of-their blood and treaſure ? Whoever will 


conſider how ſeverely ſuch an atrempt muſt have 


operated on the minds of men, yet bleeding from 
the wounds, and groaning under the expences in- 


curred by their loyalty and zeal in ſupporting the 
war; will not wonder at the flame that burſt forth 


in conſequence of it, through all his Majeſty's 


American dominions ? they felt themſelves mor- 
_ tally injured, and they reſented it as a free people 
will ever do, with violence and rage. More tem- 


per in repreſenting their grievances was certainly 


deſirable; but in ſuch ne it was more 


to be deſired than expected. x ey”. - 


At this time, when the ok daring i fatal 


n are offered to the liberty of the ſubject 


105 here e and th ies z it is gp: on- 
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people, by tamely bearing theſe injuries, muſt fink 
into the moſt abject bondage, or the day of in- 
quiry muſt ſoon arrive. When that comes, They 


[ 23 1 
| a that the ſame Miniſters. ſhould have madle 
the moſt flagrant invaſions on the conſtitution in. 


America, with equal - impunity. But either the 


will anſwer at their peril who have adviſed his Ma- 


Jeſty to ſet up a ſtanding Army in America above the 


controul of all civil authority *. In the mean time 
I will venture to pronounce it impeachable matter, 
as well in behalf of the State as in behalf of the 
Per fon of his Majeſty, which is more ſacred in his. 


civil, than in his military capacity. 


IV. The Commiſſion here alluded to, is formed 


in the moſt arbitrary mould, that the moſt tyran- 


nous times could invent. That too, it is to be 
hoped, will-be a ſubje& of future inquiry, and 
redreſs. Bu what I would particularly, at this 
time, offer to the attention of the public, is the 
extreme abuſe and impoſition that has been thrown 
0 e n the adviſers and abettors of * 
As it u bees del der Men ewes fie dive hb 
controul of the civil authority, the reader is referred for the 


truth of it, to the following Anſwer. to a Meſſage from the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives of Maſſachaſet ws dated May 31, 
1769 , e be 
« Ganriahan, | 
«T have no authority over his Majeſty , Ships in this port, 7 
Troops within this town.” — 
« Francis B8anand, 


"oP , 
a} r . : \ . 
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ger to perſuade men, that the ſupp 
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kcheme of taitation ; for carrying which ino Ge. be 
cution, this Board of Commiſſioners; with all the 
molt arbitrary powers, was eſtabliſhed.” .* 

The Tax has been regularly collected chrough 


America, J afſert this, not only from a knowledge 


of the fact, but from the acknowledgment of the 
Miniſterial People in the Haut of C4." Yet from 


mite Accounts laid before the Houſe, laſt Seflion, | 
| the whole produce of the Tax, which in its effects 


is attended with ſo many dangerous conſequences 
to the peace of America, and the Commerce of 
Great Britain, is not a fraction to the public. They 
have contrived to appropriate the whole produce 
of this Revenue, to the maintainance of a crew 
of Officers. A ſet of eaitiff wretches, who, itt 


league with the Incendiary of America, are en- 


deavouring by every poſſible miſrepreſentation 
to incite this country t perſevere in meaſures, 
from which they are to derive their incomes; by the 
miſery and ruin of millions. It is to the informa- 
tions of cheſe inteteſted men, that ſome people pre- 

tenck there is officially a credit due. As if an inte- 
reſt” to deceive were an earneſt of ſincerity; and 


ttuth were to be deſpiſed, becauſe it came not from 


the Servants of the Crown. | 
. Now can any thing be wore une chan to 


this barren Tax, at all events, is neceſſary | to main- 


tain the fupremacy of this natiog over g * 


— 8 
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— and to alleviate the bungen of the nati- 185 
onal debt, under Which the groans? When the 


undeniable fact is, that there ſùbſiſts no diſaffec- 


tion in America; nor can any alleviation be drawn 

_ From a Revenue, which is | totally- conſumed by 
| the Officers who collect it. Nor, were the pro- 
duce toĩncreaſe ſeventy-fold, is it probable the pub- 


lic would reap from it- the leaſt benefit; becauſe 


the: Commiſſioners are ſtrangriy empowered to 


create as many Officers as they may think proper, 


the Revenue. So that it may well be preſurned, 


they will increaſe their Officers, and augment thei, 
Salaries, in proportion to the fertility of the Re. | 
venue. Though it muſt be confeſſed, there * 


_ little probability of its increaſing. ' 


V. Nothing can be more cettain, than * | 


without the intervention of the legiſlative, the exe- 


cutive-government, unleſs it were military, could 
not exiſt in the Colonies. Therefore they who 


- have deviſed this new Syſtem, either act without 


a plan, or they mean to change the old form, 
modelled by the free principles of the Britiſß Con- 


ſtitution, into an abſolute military Government. 
And it is the duty of every honeſt man, 10 uſe his 


' utmoſt efforts, and offer up his moſt earneſt prayers 


to heaven, that they may never ſucceed. 
I have obſerved, in the commencement of theſs 


on that nothing but an abolition of the 


* C * 
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0 adopted in the 4th year of his prokin Me 
Jeſty, can regain the affections of the People f 
America, retrieve our Commerce, and recal that 
confidence in the honour, wiſdom and juſtice. of 
Great Britain, which is eſſentially neceſſary to the 
ſubordination of one free People to another. This 
opinion I mean expreſsly to repeat, and that I may 
be perfectly underſtood, I muſt beg the reader's 
attention to the following enumeration of their 
grievances, ariſing from that ſyſtem, which, to 
r this ruinous cpNtontign, mult be m=y 


. > OY 


' Fi, The baving their Property given away 
without their participation or conſent, as by the 
Acts of the 4th Geo. III. ch. 15. the 6th Gxo. IIl. I 
ch. 18, the 1 III. ch. 46. 5 N 


- Secondly, The introduction of the odious 3 
arbitrary powers of Exciſe, into the Cuſtoms of Ame. 
rica; as in the 7th Geo. III. ch. 41. for enabling 
bis Majeſty to eſtabliſh a Board of Commiſſioners | 
-in America, with what powers he pleaſed; and in | | 
' the 5th Geo. III. ch. 15. with the 8th GEO. HI. * 
ch. 22. for erecting Vice · Admiralty Courts in 
America, making all cauſes of Revenue triable in 
them, either by original proceſs, or by. appeal, 
without Jury, and under the — of a de- 
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from the Aſſemblies of as 


— Taking 


rica all freedom of debate and determination, by 0 
the Act of the 7th Geo, III. ch. 59. for TY 
| the ae power of New- York, | 


K by, Attempting to extend to i an 
obſolete and arbitrary Act of Henry VIII. for trial 
of Treaſon and Miſpriſions of Treaſon, by which 


the Subject there would be deprived of the fair trial 


towhich he is entitled both by the common and 


ſtatute Law of the Land; and hoſed to the moſt 


grievous exertions of tyranny and injuſtice. 


M4 


Whoever will conſider theſe Grievances, will 
perceive how impoſſible & is that any People im- 
preſſed with the leaſt ſenſe of conſtitutional Liberty, 
ſhould ever patiently ſubmit to bear them. Their 
tendency is too evident; and the total ſubverſion 


of every right and ſecurity derived from that ſacred 
Conſtitution for which pur Anceſtors fought and 


conquered, is too undeniable a conſequence of 


them, to leave apy American in doubt whether in 


this caſe, Sebaſtes and — are the an by 
3 


2 * 


* 
* 


birdy, His Majeſty ' Commiſſion to the . | 
'rican Board of Commiſſioners, which lays open 
the ſubject's Houſe to the will and pleaſure of them 
and of their Servants ; without warrant upon oath, FS 
or the intervention of the civil W | ; 
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If che Commeree with America is of any value . - 
to Great Britain ; * che Rights of Humanity are 
intereſting; if the Introduction of abſolute Go- 
vernment into fo great a part of the united empire 
is dangerous to the liberties of the reſt ; then I Will 
venture to ſay, the cauſe of America is the common - 
cauſe of every. friend to Liberty and to Humanity 
throughout the King's Dominions; and that che 
People of this Country are moved by every con- 

fideration of virtue and of wiſdom, to eſpouſe a 
cauſe, in the iſſue of which their feelings as men, 


their Conſtitution, are fo deeply concernd. 
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their commercial intereſts, and the Principles of 
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